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ABSTRACT:

The Encyclopaedia Britannica explains ‘tribe’ in context with

anthropology as a notional form of human social organisation based on a set of smaller
groups (called bands), having a temporary or permanent political integration, and defined
by traditions of common descent, language, culture and ideology. Hence, a tribe is a group
of people who live and work together in a shared geographical area. There are various tribal
groups spread over the globe. India is aso home to several tribes. One of the tribesis Gadia
Lohar (or Gaddi-Lohar). These are nomads who travel from place to placefor their livelihood.
The present study was undertaken to study the traditional costumes as well as changes in
lifestyle of Gaddi Lohars that reside in the state of Punjab. The study revealed that the tribal
people are discarding their age-old dresses and ornaments and adopting the local mainstream
dress patterns, and they are slowly changing to the modern outfits. The study clearly
concludes that there are major perceivable social-cultural changes which brought unforeseen,
unavoidable cultural imbalance to the material culture and traditions of Gaddi Lohars,
which has led to a cultural crisis in their community. The study focused on the need to
protect and strengthen the basic aspects of tribal culture in the event of a fast-changing
cultural scenario. The nature of change is such that many tribes are losing their identity and
their traditional cultural heritage. This is a situation that could lead to a complete change in

traditional attire and Aboriginal lifestyle.

INTRODUCTION

Theterm ‘tribe’ originates from the Latin word
‘tribus, which referstothevoting and adminigtrative
divisions of ancient Rome, according to the
Cambridge Encyclopaedia of Anthropology (Seth,
2020). ‘Tribus also denotes ‘onethird'. Initially, a
tribewas solely asocial group that wasdefined by its
territorial boundaries. The Romansdefined atribeas
apolitical entity characterised by a unique name, a
shared area, and aunified leadership, typicaly led by
avillagechief (Mondal, n.d.).

There are several indigenous groups spread over
the world. India is aso inhabited by various tribal
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groups. According tothe Renke Commission in 2008,
thereare around 1,500 nomadi cand semi-nomadictribes
and 198 denotified tribes, totalling 150 million Indians
(Sinha and Shipurkar,2020). The Punjabi culture
recognises the presence of many tribes. There are 27
nomadictribes in Punjab, each having uniqueculture,
language, religious structure, laws, costumes and
cultural traditions (Thind, 1996). One of the tribesis
Gadia Lohar (or Gadhi-Lohar). These people are
nomadic, implying they constantly move from one
locationtoancther tosustain their livdihood. In 22019
publication titled Mapping theMarginalised: Delhi’s
GadiaLohar Community, “Gadia L oharsarementioned
asa‘nomadictribe . Thistribe suffersfrom historical
deprivation and marginalisation, includingwithregard
to accessing their livelihoods, land, and housing.”
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The mythology states that the GaddiLohars’
progenitors were smiths who served in
MaharanaPratap of Mewar’sarmy. After Mewar fell
to the Mughals, the GadialL.ohars made a solemn
pledgeto never return totheir homeland andtorefrain
from settling anywhere until the Rana’s power was
restored (Jain, 2016). The GaddiLohars possess a
distinct cultura lifestyle. These indigenous people
possess distinct linguistics, eating hahits, tattooing,
attire, adornments, artistic and dancing traditions, as
well asuniquefestival sand ceremonies, all of which
contribute to their cultural identity. They have
embraced aminimalis lifestyle, relying on bullock carts
for transportati on asthey migrate between locations.
They tracetheir rootsback to Rajasthan and areclearly
identifiable by their ornately adorned carts (known as
gadi) that function asboth their residence and means
of transportation. They engage in the handling and
production of iron and variousother metallic materials
They manufacture and fix iron devices.

Figurel: GaddiLohars of Punjab

Modern times are witnessing a decline in
traditional material culture. Numerous tribal
communities, including the Lamanis (Hal bar, 1986),
the Tiwatribe of Assam (Saikia, 2000), the Lambadas
of AndhraPradesh (Xavier, 2012), the Gadia L ohar of
theBanswaraDigrict (Soni, 2013), the GadiyaLohars
of Madya Pradesh (Jain, 2016), andthe Banjaras(Naik,
2020), are undergoing changes in their social and
cultural customs, attire, and other aspects of ther
livelihood. The Banjaras' tribal lifestyle and cultural
traditions have been altered by their exposure to
modern society and adistinct language. A significant
proportion of individuals were so accustomed to the
urban way of life that it became exceedingly
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challenging to move beyond it (Dhanavath, 2020).
Changes in the lifestyle and social organisation of
Gadulia Lohars from Rajasthan have been noticed
during the previous 20 to 30 years (Misra, 1977).
Tehrani (2015) emphasi sesthat the Gadulia Lohars
Tribe of Udaipur, Rajasthan, find themselves in a
dilemma between preserving their traditions and
adapting to modern lifestyles. Due to the nature of
change, numerous tribes are experiencing the loss of
their identity and traditional cultural legacy. Thisisa
Situation that could lead to a complete change in
traditiond attireand Aboriginal lifestyle. Hence, there
is a requirement of studying and documenting
traditional dresses and lifestyles of this uniquetribe
of Punjab.

Objectives: The purpose of this study was to
examinethetraditional attireand lifestylemodifications
of Gaddi Loharsresulting from their movement. The
study islimited to Rupnagar District of Punjab. The
research contributes necessary data to our
understanding about thetraditional culture, costumes
and ornaments of Gaddi Lohars.

MATERIALS& METHODS

The research process consists of a series of
actions or steps necessary to effectively carry out
research and the desired sequencing of these steps.
For the current study, where a lifestyle and costume
study was necessary, a qualitative technique was
utilised; however, a quantitative methodology was
employed for some data, such as tribal mobility,
education, measuring changes, etc. A salf-structured
interview schedul e was used to collect data.

A research study’s sample should be
representative of the population to generalise the
findingsfrom the research sampleto the population.
Gaddi Loharslivein many villages of Punjab. Despite
their nomadic lifestyle, they temporarily establish
themsavesin avillage after obtaining permissonfrom
thevillage s Sarpanch.

The present research work focused on collecting
data from Rupnagar district. Rupnagar district is a
congtituent of the twenty-three districts of the state
of Punjab, India. Rupnagar town, previously known
as Ropar, serves as the district headquarters.
According to historical accounts, this town was
established by a ruler named Raja Rokeshar during
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the 11" century. It was named after hisson, Rup Sen.
Additionally, it serves as the location of a historic
settlement from the Indus Valley Civilisation. This
district is adjacent to the districts of Nawanshahr,
Mohali (SAS Nagar), and Fatehgarh Sahib in Punjab.
The district comprises a total of 606 villages. The
district is divided into five development blocks,
namely Sri Anandpur Sahib, Sri Chamkaur Sahib,
Rupnagar, Morinda, and NurpurBedi.

The gaddi tribes were approached using the
snowball sampling technique. Reference from one
tribeto another helped to collect dataeasily. Initially
starting from Purkhali, four more locations were
located in and around Rupnagar district where
Gaddi Loharswereresiding. Itincludesfour villages,
namely, Purkhali, Bindrakh, Kotla Nihang
and Ghanauli, and one town, Chamkaur Sahib. A
samplesizeof 50 peopleof the Gaddi Lohar tribewere
selected for the study. Data was generated by
approaching 10 respondents from each village/town
using the method of snowball sampling.

The data was subjected to qualitative analysis,
which involved categorising it into several themes.
Photography served as a crucial instrument for
creating and illustrating thefindings. Thequantitative
data was arranged in tabular format, showing the
responsesin terms of percentages.

Note: All images in the article are clicked by authors. Tables
are generated by authors from the data collected from
the field survey.

RESULTS& DISCUSSION

Lifestyle of GaddiLohars

Misra (1975) highlighted the lifestyle of Gaddi
Lohars to be very simple. They use bull ock carts to
travel from one location to another, and their
movements are dictated by rural seasons. They are
also involved in the exchange of bullocks. Gaddi
Loharsare metal workers, and every individual from
the family is involved in making steel and iron
instruments.

The Movement of GaddiLohars

Gaddi Lohars are nomadic and movein groups
andtravel on carts. They carry their entire household
material on the carts with them. Around 15-20
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householdsreside at oneplace. They identify avacant
place in the village and seek permission from the
village' sarpanch to stay for 6 months or a year or
sometimesalittlemore.

Figure 2. Movement of Gaddi Lohars from Village Purkhali
to Village Khijrabad

According to the survey, it was discovered that
each group of the Gaddi Lohar community typically
residesin acertain villagefor aperiod ranging from 6
monthsto 2 years, after which they frequently rel ocate
to another village. Each family possesses their own
cart, known as a “gaddi”, for transportation and
movement. Thenames of thevillagesreveal ed by the
respondentsare Thauna, Mianpur, Panjola, Bindrakh,
Rampur, Khijrabaad, Babani Kalan, etc. It showsthat
they travel or migrateto nearby villages, or they don’t
moveto distant places.

TABLE 1
Number of villages migrated by GaddiLohars in the last 2
years
Sr. No Number of Number of Percentage
Villages Migrated Respondents

1 1-2 35 70%

2 3-4 15 30%

3 5-6 0 0%
Total 50 100%

It was analysed through interviewsthat 70% of
the respondents have moved either to one or two
villagesinthelast 2 yearswhereas 30% have migrated
to threeto four villages in the previous two years.

The Cart or Gaddi

Every household possesses a cart, which is a
prized property because it is used for movement.
Typically, each family gets the same cart inherited
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from their forefathers. When they are settled at one
place in a village, all the equipment for work and
householditemsare storedin thiscart. Thecart takes
up alarge amount of the spacein thehouseaswell as
in GaddiLohars' life. Every morning, the bedding,
clothes, and even the charpai(cot) are neatly piled
on top of the cart, freeing up room in therest of the
homefor sitting, moving, or any other activity.

Every year, these cartsare adorned and painted.
When a GaddiLohar’scart wearsout or deteriorates,
he or she builds a new cart for future travel or
migration. However, there have been times when a
family had to sell their cart in order to make ends
meet. One of the respondents stated that
approximately ten years ago, a family in their tribe
soldtheir carttoa‘ TV channd’ for roughly Rs.80,000,
and the broadcasting channel utilised it as an
aestheticitemin their studio.

Figure 4: An Old Cart of Gaddi Lohars

Habitat of Gaddi Lohars

Gaddi Lohars settleat one open placeinavillage
and stay in temporary arrangements. They do not
make permanent brick and cement houses but build
tents of cloth and plastic or tarpaulins as a place to
stay. Every family possesses either one or two tents
with oneto two beds in each. There are no entrance
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doorstothe tents. Each family decoratestheir tent in
a distinctive manner to distinguish it from other
dwellings or the rest of thetents. They decoratetheir
tents with brightly coloured and embroidered cloth.
Somefamiliesnow havetdevisionsin their tents, and
in their leisure time, they engage themselves by
watching television.

They moreover claimed that they procure potable
water from any field where a motorised pump is
installed. They gather water from the pump and store
itat their placeof stay. They also bathein public while
wearing their clothing and utilisefieldsas open toil ets.

. - T e - -
Figure 6: Settlement of Gaddi Lohars at Village Purkhali,
Rupnagar
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Language

Gaddi Lohars speak Gor-boli amongst each other.
Gorboali isalso known by other names, such asLambedi,
Labanki and Banjari. Thislanguageisspoken by the
nomadic Banjara peopleacross India, and it belongs
tothe Indo-Aryan group of languages. Thelanguage
doesnot haveanativescript (Naik, 2000). When these
Gaddi Lohars from Rupnagar need to communicate
withindividualsfrom outsdetheir tribe, likevillagers,
they speak Hindi or Punjabi.

Cooking and Food Habits

Gaddi Loharscook within their boundaries of stay.
They cook in the open space outside their tents and
keep their utensilswithin their tents. They generally
build amud-made ‘' U’ -shaped Chullah (small earthen
or brick stove) in the open area and use it for the
duration of their stay. Cooking utensils were
traditionally made of ‘wheel-crafted earthenware'.
Gaddi Lohars have just begun to cook with sted
utensils. They cook and eat meals once a day. They
donot grow vegetabl es but buy these from the market.

Their cuisine consists of ‘Sabji’ (vegetable),
‘Chapati’ (wheat bread), ‘ Daal’ (pulses), and ‘Rice' .
They also consume non-vegetarian foods such as
pig, poultry, etc. Teais made twicea day, first in the
morning and again after lunch. Everyonein thefamily
gathersin front of the Chullah to eat. Men consume
alcohol on special occasions and at festivals, while
women do not.

Figure 7: Cooking food on Chullahs: U-shaped and brick
Chullah
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Figure 9: Hookah
The Gaddi Lohars are hooked to smoking and
Hookahs. A hookah is a tobacco pipe that consists of
along, flexibl etubethrough which smokeissucked,
passing through ajar of water to chill it. Hookah is
often smoked by all Gaddi men.

Education

Gaddi Loharshavealow or poor educational level.
They assert that their desireisto‘remain united’, and
they perceive education as an obstacle to achieving
thisgoal. Davindera(1997)focused onthesocialisation
and education of children of Gadia Lohars. Nomad
childrenfindit difficult toenrol in school becausethey
do not haveration cards or a permanent address.



202

Occupation

The primary occupation of the Gaddi Lohar
peopleisblacksmithing with iron tools. Many people
alsotradebullocks. They prefer totrade or barter with
food grain rather than cash.

"y -'.‘
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Figure 10: Gaddi Lohars working with iron

TABLE 2
Occupation of the GaddiLohars
Sr. No. Occupation No. of Percentage
respondents
1 Work on iron utensils 23 46%
2 Work as servant 11 22%
3 Housewife 14 28%
Tota 50 100%

Table 2 indicates that among a total of
50 respondents, 46% of respondents make and repair
iron utensils, 22% of the respondentswork asservants
inthefactories or shops, and 28% of therespondents
are housewives and do not go out of their homes for
work.

The monthly income of respondents varies and
is shown in the Table bel ow.
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TABLE 3
Income earned per month

Sr. No. Monthly Income No. of Percentage

(In rupees) Respondents
1 0 14 28%
2 1000-2000 12 24%
3 3000-4000 7 14%
4 5000-6000 9 18%
5 7000-8000 6 12%
6 9000-10000 2 4%
Totd 50 100%

Table3illustratesthat out of 50 respondents, 28%
of the respondents do not earn income as these are
home makers, 24% of the respondents earn Rs2000 per
month, and 14% of the respondents earn Rs 4000 per
month. 18% of the respondentsearn Rs6000 per month,
12% of the respondents earn Rs 8000 per month, and
4% of the respondentsearn Rs 10000 per month.

Many of theyoung femalesof Gaddi Loharsprefer
to do the deaning, cooking, gathering of firewood,
babystting, and washing in exchange for money. The
boysgoaut tol aok for work i n neighbouring communities
o advertisethar iroowarkingjobprdfile Theddersinthe
familytrave for sdling, buying, deding, andsharpening
todls, and sometimesthechil dren d soaccompany them.
Thewomen preparethefood, and oncerdieved of thear
daily chores they knit, gitch dathes and decorate the
housa They dsoplantomoveframonevillagetoanather.

Religion and Festivals

TheGaddiLoharsareHindus Their datiesareKaka
Mata, SitalaMataand Ramdev. They keep photographs
of the deities in their house for worshipping. They
celebrate Holi, Dusshera and several other traditiona
fegtivals with zeal. They perform a pooja ceremony of
ther cart. Thecartisadorned with alot of plasticflowers
and bright textiles. They place images of their godsin
the cart and perform Pogja (worship).

Figure 11: Cart for Pooja
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Marriages between cousins, and uncles and
niecesare permitted in thistribe, widowsare permitted
toremarry, and divorceisaccepted with the approval
of the panchayat member of GaddiLohars. On her
wedding day, the brideisgiven afull set of traditional
clothes created by her mother. Women’sclothing and
adornment differ depending on her marital satus. The
marriageis generally planned during a period when
thereislittle employment available; that is why the
monthsof April and May arepopular.

Traditional Costumes

The Gaddi Loharswear unique, interesting and
colourful costumes. On specia occasionslikefestivals
and weddings, they wear their full traditional dresses
with their traditional ornaments. Gaddi women wear
Kanchallifatuhi, Ghagriand Dupatta, whereas men
wear a Dhoti with a Kurta. Red, pink, white, black,
brown, and orange are common colours used in the
costume.

Figure 12: Traditional Costumes of Gaddi Lohar women

A Kanchallifatuhi is along, fitted garment that
envel ops the upper portion of awoman’s body. It is
divided into two halves, with one covering the front
of the body and the other the posterior. Both
components are distinct and are worn sequentially.
First, the strings are used to drape and knot the rear
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or back pieceat thefront, foll owed by the front piece
being draped and affixed at the back. Thefront of the
Kanchallifatuhi is long, fitted, collarless and has
either around or V-shaped neckline. It alsohashalf or
full deeves. It does not have cups but isstitchedin a
brapattern with aneedleusing arunning stitch. The
front part of thegarment includes half or full deeves.
The deeves are finished with lace or piping. The
garment’s back bears a striking resemblance to the
back of along, sleeveless jacket with openings. Itis
fastened in thefront with strings and isworn fromthe
posterior. Lace, piping, mirrors, gota (gol den ribbon),
and fringes or pompoms are frequently used to
embellish Kanchallifatuhi. Typically, 3to 4 metresof
cloth are required to create Kanchallifatuhi. The
materials are selected according to the occasion:
cotton isused for common wear, whilesilk or artificial
silk isreserved for significant events like weddings
and festivals.

-

Figure 13: Details of traditional costume of women of
GaddiLohars
A Ghagri is along skirt that extends from the
femal €' slower abdomen to the ankle. The amount of
cloth required to make a Ghagriis approximately 5
metres, and it issewn utilising various methods. Lace
and mirror work are used to decorate the Ghagri’s
borders. The colour of the Ghagri isidentical tothat
of the upper garment. Tribal women favour
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incorporating avibrant Dupatta (veil or rectangular
piece of cloth usually 2-2.5 metres long) into their
attire, which is further embellished with colourful
threads. They favour cotton fabric for Dupattas.
Material for the creation of women’s costumes is
procured from Rupnagar. The price range of cotton
fabric sourced for the costumeisRs 40 per metre.

Gaddi Lohars are widely renowned for making
their own jewellery out of everyday items. They craft
jewellery out of coins, colourful stones, beads, wood,
bones, and other material s. The respondents showed
necklaces with Indian rupee coins. Several of the
coins used were so old or ancient that the dateswere
not readable. Neck pieces are called by names like
Haiti, Kuchi, and Hasuli. Silver ankletsreferred to as
Kadla areawd |-known and important item of Gaddi
Lohar’stribal jewellery. These can be seen on thefeet
of every woman in this community. The Kanta, or
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nose pin, is another essential item of Gaddi Lohar’s
jewe lery. Gaddi women wear nosepinson both sides
of the nose. These are made in simple designs and
out of gold. Gaddi Lohar women dress in thick or
broad silver kada(broad bangle) with colourful plastic
bangles. They never leave their hair open but prefer
totieitintoabun using black pins or arubber band.

Makeup is an essential element of everywoman’s
wardrobe. However, only married women of Gaddi
Lohar usecosmetics. Unmarried girlsare not permitted
to use cosmetics. Married women like dark lipsticks
to flush their cheeks, aswell askajal for their eyes.
Most of thewomen prefer flip-flops. They wear bellies
only on some special occasions or wedding
ceremonies. Tattoos add to the beauty of every
woman. This community’'s women decorate their
throat, chins, arms and hands with tiny motifs that
include a variety of birds and floral matifs. A lady
whoisnot tattooed is deemed unfit for marriage.

o
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Figure 14: Traditional Ornaments and decorations of Gaddi Lohar \Women

Gaddi men dress simply, wearing Dhotis, Kurtas
and Turbans. A Dhoati is arectangular cloth that is
draped as awrap across the bottom part of the body.
Thefabricisnot taken between thelegsand tucked at
the back like a regular Dhoti but is draped like

traditional attire of Punjab Tehmat. A Kurtaisan upper
garment —aloose, collared long shirt with ditsthat
generally falsjust aboveor dightly below thewearer’s
knees. Kurta deeves fall to the wrist, and the ends
are hemmed or cuffed. It hasa stand-and-fall callar,
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and afront kurtaplacket fastened with wood or plastic ~ on important occasions. Themen of thistribe usually
buttons. The day-to-day traditional attireismadefrom  are not found wearing traditional attire, except for a

cotton fabric, whereas silk kurtas aretypically worn

few people who wear Dhoti on aregular basis.

Figure 15: Traditional attire of Gaddi Lohar Men

Thereareno such traditional get-ups existing for
children. GaddiLohars beg for clothes for their
children in nearby villages, and sometimes their
mothers stitch clothesfor them. Both boys and girls
bel ow 2-3 years of age remain naked.

Changes in the Costumes of Gaddi Lohars

GaddiLohar outfitshave changed in recent years
because of their migration to Punjab from other
regions that shows influence of Punjabi culture and

T

Figure 16: Changes in the traditional attire of Gaddi Lohars

attire.

Only the ederly men and women wear their
traditional clothes on a regular basis. Traditional
costumes, however, are no longer so popular among
the younger population. They only wear traditional
clothing on rare occasions, such as weddings and
regional festivals. Young women now wear Salwar
suits instead of Kanchallifatuhiand Ghagri, while
mal es have begun to wear Pant and Shirtsinstead of
Dhoti and Kurta.
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TABLE 4
Occasions of wearing traditional costumes
Sr. No. When do you wear No. of respondents according to age group Totd no. of Percentage
traditional costumes? MALE FEMALE respondents
20-30 30-40 40-50 20-30 30-40 40-50
1 Everyday 3 5 2 5 15 30%
2 Only on specia occasions/festivals 4 7 6 9 26 52%
3 Never 4 2 3 9 18%
Tota 8 12 9 11 5 100%
Table 4 shows that out of 50 respondents, 30% CONCLUSON

of the respondents wear traditional costumes on an
everyday basis, 52% of the respondents wear
traditional costumes only on special occasions like
marriages, festivals, etc., and 18% of respondentsdo
not wear traditional costumesat all.

There were many reasons elaborated by
respondentsin their interviewswhich are asfollows:

Migration isthe major reason for changein
the dressing style of Gaddi Lohars. They
adopt the Punjabi dressing style. Women
have started wearing salwar suits, and men
have started wearing pant shirts instead of
dhoti kurtas. 60% of the respondents said
that traditional costumesarevery heavy, and
40% of the respondents said that traditional
costumesinclude too many piecesin an attire.
S0, they prefer wearing salwar kameez or pant
shirts.

Some of the respondents reveal ed that they
don’t have time to stitch the traditional
costumes because traditional costumes take
so much timefor stitching.

Some of the respondents said that they feel
uncomfortablein traditional costumeswhen
they areat their workplace.

The younger generation said that they do
not like towear traditional costumes because
they feel awkward in their traditional attire,
asitisverydifferent fromothersinthevillage
So sometimesthey fedl different, and to have
acceptancefrom othersat theworkpl ace, they
liketo dresslike other colleagues.

Theyounger generation also don’t know how
to gtitch traditional costumes, and tailorsdon’t
make their garments perfect. Gaddi Lohars
largely have now adopted the dressing style
of Punjabisresiding in thevillage.

The abstract representation of Gaddi Lohars
suggests that Gaduliais a ‘bullock truck’, and Loha
represents‘iron’. It means' metal forger’ aswel (Singh,
1998). Gaddi Lohars are Hindus. Most of the Gaddi
Loharsspeak Gor-boli, Punjabi and Hindi. Their level
of education islow. They alsobelieved that thereisno
need for education; if their children gotoschodl, they
would only be shamed and madefun of . However, every
individual fromthefamilyworks, making sted andiron
ingruments, asthisis considered the most important
and basic occupation of the Gaddi L oharscommunity.
Blacksmithing work or trading of bullocks are some
other jobs done by them. Instead of cash, they prefer
todeal infood grain. Theexchange of bullocks likewise,
enhanced their income, and a so restored their social
connection and settle exceptional questions. They
migrate from onevillage to ancther in search of work
and housing. Tehrani (2015) reflected many changing
aspects among the Gadulia Lohars. The migratory
pattern of GaduliaLoharsisintriguing. Like ather settled
Lohars, their mobility israpidly declining, and they
would rather remain in one location. Even when they
do move, they no longer cover large distances. They
only vist neighbouring settlements or villages. They
arerapidly losing the variety of ther tool types. The
GaduliaLoharsrely solely on the settled villagersfor
their money and subsistence. They arerapidly evolving
and starting to resemble the typica rural populace.
With younger generations moving to villages and
familiesbecoming morenuclear, onlythed derly Gaddia
Loharscontinuetotraversearoundalot. Misra(1977)
also focused on the social changes noticed in the
GaduliaLohars life patternsduring the previous 20 to
30years. Thelarger framework of the society in which
they operate is continuously changing; the Gadulia
Lohar have made essential modificationsin their own
socia organisation and geographical movement habits
and patterns.
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The study also highlighted the habitat, food,
lifestyle, festivals, traditions and costumes of this
tribe. The Gaddi Lohars used very colourful and
embroidered fabric for decorating their tents. They
are both non-vegetarians and vegetarians. They
usually prepare vegetables, rice, roti, and pul ses, but
they may occasional ly prepare non-vegetarian meals.
With the approval of the Gaddi Lohars panchayat
member, widows are permitted to remarry, divorceis
acknowledged, and marriages are all owed between
cousins, and between uncles and nieces. The Gaddi
Lohars wear unique, interesting and colourful
costumes. On special occasions like festivals and
weddings, they wear their full traditional dresseswith
their traditional ornaments. Gaddi women wear
Kanchallifatuhi, Ghagriand Dupatta. Gaddi men
wear very simple clothes which consist of Dhotis,
Kurtas and Turban. The men are not particularly
traditionally dressed, except for a few who wear the
Dhoti. Thereare no such traditional get-upsexisting
for children. The current research on thenomadictribe
known as the Gaddi Lohar has yielded some
significant findings. Migration has caused various
changes in the lifestyles, customs, occupations and
costumes of the Gaddi Lohars. The study clearly
indicates the adoption of new dressing patterns.
They lost their valuable traditional, ethnic and
linguigticidentity because of their migration andliving
with modern society. Soni (2013) al so discussed that
Gadial oharsaretoday suffering from an identity and
livelihood crisis. Dueto improvementsin themarket
and technology, their traditional and ancestral
occupation of iron smithing has been almost
eradicated, which has caused them to become even
moremarginalised than before. They wish they could
eat twice a day now. They suffer from a lack of
necessities. They no longer wear a lot of their
customary jewellery. Additionally, they favour glass
or plastic ornaments over gold or silver ones these
days. There are no more ivory decorations. Lighter
and less expensive pl astic bangles have replaced the
several ivory bangles that married women used to
wear. The nomadic families also exhibit these
modifications. The settled family nolonger own the
old festival attire and have transitioned to modern
clothing. According to the study’ sfindings, the Gaddi
Lohars are caught between preserving traditional
practices and adopting contemporary lifestyles.
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